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     Benefits:        
• By problem-solving together and sharing their 

professional talents and skills, school staff are 
able to provide a richer and better learning 

        environment for children. 
 
• By sharing information about what their students 

learned last year, teachers working in                                       
teams can begin appropriate instruction at the 
beginning of each new school year. 

 
7.  Positive Parent Involvement:  Schools actively 
seek to increase parent participation and involve them 
as partners in supporting their child’s learning. 

 
Benefits: 

• Children achieve more when their parents are  
        involved in their education and when they have  
        a  better understanding of how to support at  
        home what a child is learning in school. 
• A trusting partnership is built between the  
       parents and teachers at the school. 
• Communication, understanding and exchange of 

information between the school and home are  
        established for the benefit of the child. 
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Visit the Kentucky Department of Education Web site-  
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 1.  Developmentally Appropriate 
Practices:  Children are taught based 
upon their individual readiness for the 
content, skill or instructional approach.                                             

Benefits: 

• Children are more engaged and  
retain more of what they learn.  

• Children are both challenged and 
given enough time to practice what 
they learn, as they learn it. 

• Children more readily learn basic 
skills and how to use them in real 
life situations. 

• The needs of the whole child 
(physical, social, intellectual,     
emotional, aesthetic and artistic)        
are addressed. 

2.  Continuous Progress:  Each child 
is expected and allowed to progress 
through the primary school program at 
his/her own pace of learning,              
recognizing that all individuals learn at 
different developmental rates. 

Benefits: 

• Students are allowed enough time 
to practice and to have specific 
skills re-taught; they are not 
pushed ahead so quickly that they 
miss important skills and              
information. 

• Students master what is taught. 
• Students are not held back in any 

area if they are ready to move 
ahead. 

• Detailed evidence is provided about 
what children are learning and 
what they can do with what they 
learn. 

• Teachers use this information to 
adjust current individual learning 
experiences for students  and to 
plan instruction appropriate for 
each student. 

• Accurate evidence of a student’s 
learning over time is recorded. 

• Readiness for 4th grade is         
documented. 

5.  Qualitative Reporting:  A child’s 
progress is communicated to the child 
and to his or her family in a manner 
that focuses on the growth and           
development of the whole child.  The 
goal is to provide a comprehensive     
progress report that incorporates             
information from multiple sources. 

Benefits: 

• Parents get specific information 
about what their child knows, is 
able to do, and should be able to do 
next. 

• Parents can use information from 
qualitative reports to reinforce their 
child’s learning at home. 

• The strengths and needs of          
individual children are emphasized. 

6.  Professional Teamwork:  All 
school staff (teachers, administrators, 
specialty teachers, teacher assistants, 
etc.) talk and plan together on a regular 
basis. 

 

The Critical Attributes  
of the  

Kentucky Primary Program 

• Negative emotional effects of retention 
are avoided. 

• Children are less likely to experience  
        failure or to drop out later on. 
 
3. Multiage/Multi-ability Classrooms:   
Children are grouped in the school for    
learning in much the same way as children        
participate in groups within their family or 
community, rather than solely by age.  In 
some instances, the groupings are based on 
common interests, talents or individual  
learning needs.  Children also may be 
grouped so they have the opportunity to  
observe, learn from and model the skills of 
other children.  Groupings are flexible, and 
may change during the school day. 

Benefits: 
• Younger children stretch academically as 

they work with older classmates. 
• The learning of older children is           

reinforced when they share what they 
know with younger children. 

• Individualized instruction is promoted for 
all children. 

• Children in multiage/multi-ability      
classrooms show equal or higher levels of 
achievement, better attitudes toward 
school, higher self-esteem and a greater 
desire to learn than students who spend 
most of their time in classes in which 
they are grouped by age or ability. 

• Children learn patience and how to deal 
with others as individuals. 

• Children feel confident in a learning  
        community. 
 
4.  Authentic Assessment:  The ongoing 
documentation of what students learn and do 
in their day-to-day classroom activities.  This 
includes teacher’s notes on what they observe 
a child doing in class, work samples, logs of 
books read, projects completed, experiments 
conducted, information obtained from        
conferences with parents, and other methods. 


